
The Willow’s/The Guild

A Charlotte Mason Community

Application

2018/2019

Thank you for taking the time to complete this application.  Please be assured that your 
information will be kept confidential.  Application deadlines are available from The 
Willows.  If you have any questions about the application or process, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at  
kmaxwell5@neo.rr.com 

Once completed, please mail the written portion  
of the application to: 

Krysti Maxwell 
881 Admore Dr. 

Kent, Ohio 44240 

                        $40 per family 
Application fee:_____________ 



ADMISSIONS PHILOSOPHY 
Recognizing that the primary responsibility for education rests with parents, The 
Willows/USA Community is a helping partner to families in the nurturing and training 
of their children.  As such, the Admissions Philosophy of the The Willow’s Community 
represents our belief that we are: 

Providing a Living Education 
The Willows/USA preserves and promotes the philosophy of education as designed by 
Charlotte Mason.  That is, children are whole persons, created by God in His image and 
endowed with the ability to learn about and relate to His creation. We accomplish this 
through providing an abundant feast of great literature, exposure to God’s creation, 
inspiration through noble ideas, and the formation of personal discipline (good habits).  

Living in Right Relationship to the Child 
Recognizing that God has given to parents the responsibility of child rearing and 
discipline (Ephesians 6:1-4; Provers 22:6, Colossians 3:20-21), The Willows/USA does 
not see as its purpose the task of bringing under control children who are in rebellion 
against their parents. Therefore, children must be under parental control before 
applying to the community, though while a member of the The Willow’s/The Guild, 
teachers and staff will work directly with parents to address any discipline issues that 
may occur.    

Dedicated to Supporting the Parent 
The Willows desires to foster community and friendship between students, parents and 
teachers.  

Considerations 
As you contemplate having your child participate in the Willow’s/The 

Guild, please prayerfully consider the following: 

   Are my educational ideas aligned with the Christ - honoring philosophy 
of Charlotte Mason?  Our community is founded upon the educational principles 
of Charlotte Mason, and assumes that these methods are being followed at home as 
well as at community.  We ask the mothers of participants continue to demonstrate 
the continued  growth in the Charlotte Mason philosophy by attending a Discussion 
Group meeting at least once quarterly.  As we want to be certain not to get stuck in 
a rut, each of us should continue to grow and learn more about the Charlotte 
Mason philosophy of education.  Reading of “For the Children’s Sake” is a pre-
requisite of the parents joining the community. 



   Does my child truly desire to participate in the activities offered, or is 
their something thats my own desire for my child? If your child does not have 
an earnest desire to partake of their feast, then it may not be the right choice for that 
child at this time.  Children are born persons, and it is not respectful to the other 
participants if your child attends community grudgingly.  

   Is my child able to sufficiently govern him or herself to be conducive to 
learning in a group setting?  If  your child has difficulty with repeated talking out of 
turn, refusing to participate, distracting others through body language, noise making 
and fidgeting, then it may not be the appropriate time for your child to participate with 
group learning at this time. 

   Can I commit to getting my family to the meetings on time?   

   Does this fit into my schedule, or will it be a burden to my homeschool?   
We are looking for families who will joyfully make the time for this community and who 
will make it a priority. 

   Will I be willing to put in the time to teach?  Every mom will take a different duty 
and/or subject to be determined at our planning meeting. This will include agreeing to 
study and use the Charlotte Mason methods in your area of teaching. Planning meetings 
will be held before each term.
 

    Am I willing to invest in others - including the children of others? Relationships 
are key with a living  education. So often we come and go and just barely make sure 
our own children get what they need. Since this community will truly be “for the 
children’s sake”, we are asking that you consider and invest in all of the children and 
parents participating.

  Am I able to fulfill responsibilities of service associated with the meetings of this 
community?  It can only succeed when parents and students are fully invested.  We 
hope your will see these mandatory commitments as opportunities for growth and 
service.  Each parent will need to lead 1-2 classes and assists in 1-2 classes per week.  
Guild parents must also facilitate on a rotation basis.

If you are able to agree with all of the above statements, then please proceed with your 
inquiry about joining our community.

Krysti Maxwell
kmaxwell5@neo.rr.com



Teacher/Assistant Duties 
“Education is an Atmosphere, a Discipline, and a Life.” (see Vol. 3, pp 215-219) 
“Education is the Science of Relations.”  (see Vol. 3, pp 216-219) 
“… his is the part of philosopher, guide, and friend.”  (see Vol. 6, p. 237:  
also p.32) 

1.  Be in attendance for all classes. 
 There are exceptions, of course, because…”life.”  If you won’t be able to 
attend community, then please notify Krysti ASAP (330-554-2444).  If the 
absence is known in advance, please obtain a replacement leader for your classes 
and supply the replacement with a lesson plan/materials when applicable. 

2.  Prepare and present lessons from a CM perspective based on her philosophy 
of education and the 20 principles.  This requires that we prepare ourselves as 
teachers to embody CM’s Philosophy of Education. 

  Read 20 Principles in front of any volume of The Original   
Homeschooling Series. 
 Read  An Educational Manifesto (Vol. 3, p. 214) 
 Plan lessons and order your classroom teaching toward the goal of 
developing the Intellectual Habits (Vol. 3, pp. 119-121) 
  Read the 6 Causes of  Failure in our efforts at intellectual education (Vol. 3, 
p. 242-43) 

3.  Set classroom guidelines at the beginning of the year and enforce them from 
the start.   
✴ Rules of behavior - when someone is speaking others are listening, etc. 
✴ Teacher expectations from students - no cell phone use during class (supply a 

basket for collection if a problem), all students participate in discussions 
and activities, etc. 

4.  Communicate via email any lesson information moms/students need to know 
between meetings. 

___________ Please initial, date and return a copy with your application.  It is 
advisable that you maintain a copy for your own records. 



Behavior/Disciplinary Guidelines  

  Our CM motto - I am, I can, I ought, I will - contains self-governing 
principles that should be the aim of every attendee. 

   
  Parents have the responsibility of securing in their children the proper 
attitude toward authority, the willingness to participate in class activities, and 
the commitment to adhere to the policies of our community. 

  Primary goal of discipline during Willow’s is to help students grow in godly 
character, while the secondary goal is to provide and protect an atmosphere of 
learning and growth. 

  Occasionally, a student struggles to govern himself properly (repeated talking 
out of turn, distracting others through body language or noise making, refusing 
to participate, etc.). 

When this occurs, the following sequence should be followed: 
  
 1. Assistant/teacher gives a warning to offender. 

 2. Assistant/teacher escorts repeat offender to the back of room or right    
 outside of class door and reviews appropriate behavior expectations, gains  
 agreement from student, and escorts them back to group. 

 3. If misconduct continues by same offender, the student will leave the  
 classroom for the rest of the class, the mother will be notified, and a plan of 
 action will be discussed. 

  Role of assistant:  Be proactive in discovering problems in the classroom 
and taking means to rectify them.  This is not a time to be lenient with 
misappropriated behavior, as it only keeps other students from learning, and 
enables the offender to not see, judge, and self - correct his/her own behavior.  
We’re doing them a favor by addressing classroom disruptions, and it would be 
and injustice tool students/teachers not to do so.  Plus, it usually only takes a 
time or two of this sort of action by a parent to set the bar high for the res to 
the students to watch their p’s and q’s. 

Parents and participants please initial, date and return a copy with your 
application.  It is advisable that you maintain a copy for your own records as well. 

_________________       __________________    _______________ 



APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION 

I. Children Applying for Admission 

    Preferred Name    
Full Name   or Nickname   Date of Birth  Gender 
__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

__________________      ____________  _________  M/F 

II. Parent Information 

Father’s Name   Father’s Cell No. Father’s Work No. Father’s E-mail 
__________________ ____________ _____________ _______________ 

Mother’s Name  Mother’s Cell No. Mother’s Work No. Mother’s E-mail 
__________________ ____________ _____________ _______________ 

Street Address 
____________________________ 

City    State   Zip 
____________ ____  _______ 

III. Emergency Contact Information (local person other than parent) 
    Name        Cell No.              Work No.       E-mail 
___________       ___________  ___________    _______________ 

IV. Allergy Information 
Child’s Name   Allergy (use additional pages if needed) 
________________ _____________________________________________ 
________________ _____________________________________________ 



________________ _____________________________________________ 
________________ _____________________________________________ 
________________ _____________________________________________ 

V. Educational Philosophy 

1. Why do you want your child(ren) to attend The Willows? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

Returning Members -  You may just update the application. 



https://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/20Principles.html 

An Educational Manifesto 

"Studies serve for Delight, for Ornament, and for Ability." 
[Charlotte Mason discusses this Manifesto in a Parents Review article from 1903, online here.] 
Every child has a right of entry to several fields of knowledge. 
Every normal child has an appetite for such knowledge. 
This appetite or desire for knowledge is a sufficient stimulus for all school work, if the 
knowledge be fitly given. 
There are four means of destroying the desire for knowledge:–– 
(a) Too many oral lessons, which offer knowledge in a diluted form, and do not leave the child 
free to deal with it. 
(b) Lectures, for which the teacher collects, arranges, and illustrates matter from various sources; 
these often offer knowledge in too condensed and ready prepared a form. 
(c) Text-books compressed and recompressed from the big book of the big man. 
(d) The use of emulation and ambition as incentives to learning in place of the adequate desire 
for, and delight in, knowledge. 
Children can be most fitly educated on Things and Books. Things, e.g.–– 
i. Natural obstacles for physical contention, climbing, swimming, walking, etc. 
ii. Material to work in––wood, leather, clay, etc. 
iii. Natural objects in situ––birds, plants, streams, stones, etc, 
iv. Objects of art. 
v. Scientific apparatus, etc. 
The value of this education by Things is receiving wide recognition, but intellectual education to 
be derived from Books is still for the most part to seek. 
Every scholar of six years old and upwards should study with 'delight' his own, living, books on 
every subject in a pretty wide curriculum. children between six and eight must for the most part 
have their books read to them. 
This plan has been tried with happy results for the last twelve years in many home schoolrooms, 
and some other schools. 
By means of the free use of books the mechanical difficulties of education––reading, spelling, 
composition, etc.––disappear, and studies prove themselves to be 'for delight, for ornament, and 
for ability.' 
There is reason to believe that these principles are workable in all schools, Elementary and 
Secondary; that they tend in the working to simplification, economy, and discipline. 
This annotated version of the Charlotte Mason Series is copyrighted to www.amblesideonline.org 
vol 3 pg 215 

https://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/20Principles.html
http://www.amblesideonline.org/PR/PR14p721PNEUManifesto.shtml


Some Intellectual Habits.––I need not refer again to the genesis of a habit; but perhaps most 
of us set ourselves more definitely to form physical and moral than we do to form intellectual 
habit. I will only mention a few such, which should be matters of 
vol 3 pg 120 
careful training during the period of childhood:––Attention, the power of turning the whole 
force of the mind upon the subject brought before it: Concentration, which differs from 
attention in that the mind is actively engaged on some given problem rather than passively 
receptive: Thoroughness, the habit of dissatisfaction with a slipshod, imperfect grasp of a 
subject, and of mental uneasiness until a satisfying measure of knowledge is obtained;––this 
habit is greatly encouraged by a reference to an encyclopædia, to clear up any doubtful point, 
when it turns up: Intellectual Volition, the power, that is, of making ourselves think of a given 
subject at a given time;––most of us know how trying our refractory minds are in this matter, 
but, if the child is accustomed to take pleasure in the effort as effort, the man will find it easy to 
make himself think of what he will: Accuracy, which is to be taught, not only through 
arithmetic, but through all the small statements, messages, and affairs of daily life: Reflection, 
the ruminating power which is so strongly developed in children and is somehow lost with 
much besides of the precious cargo they bring with them into the world. There is nothing 
sadder than the way we allow intellectual impressions to pass over the surface of our minds, 
without any effort to retain or assimilate. 
Meditation––I can mention only one more invaluable habit. Mr. Romanes consulted Darwin 
about the conduct of his intellectual life. 'Meditate,' was the answer, and we are told that the 
younger scientist set great store on this advice. Meditation is also a habit to be acquired, or 
rather preserved, for we believe that children are born to meditate, as they are to reflect; 
indeed, the two are closely allied. In 
vol 3 pg 121 
reflecting we ruminate on what we have received. In meditating we are not content to go over 
the past, we allow our minds to follow out our subject to all its issues. It has long been known 
that progress in the Christian life depends much upon meditation; intellectual progress, too, 
depends, not on mere reading or the laborious getting up of a subject which we call study, but 
on that active surrender of all the powers of the mind to the occupation of the subject in hand, 
which is intended by the word meditation. It would be easy for any of us to suggest to himself 
a dozen more important intellectual habits, the consideration of which should be profitable and 
stimulating. 
The Sustenance of Living Ideas.––The intellectual life, like every manner of spiritual life, has 
but one food whereby it lives and grows––the sustenance of living ideas. It is not possible to 
repeat this too often or too emphatically, for perhaps we err more in this respect than any other 
in bringing up children. We feed them upon the white ashes out of which the last spark of the 
fire of original thought has long since died. We give them second-rate story books, with stale 
phrases, stale situations, shreds of other people's thoughts, stalest of stale sentiments. They 
complain that they know how the story will end! But that is not all; they know how every 
dreary page will unwind itself. I saw it stated the other day that children do not care for poetry, 
that a stirring narrative in verse is much more to their taste. They do like the tale, no doubt, but 
poetry appeals to them on other grounds, and Shelley's Skylark will hold a child entranced 



sooner than any moving anecdote. As for children's art, we hang the nursery with 'Christmas 
Number' pictures, and their books are 
vol 3 pg 122 
illustrated on a lower level still. In regard to book illustrations, we are improving a little, but 
still there is room. 

To sum up, I believe that our efforts at intellectual education commonly fail from six causes: 
Causes of Failure.––(a) The oral lesson, which at its worst is very poor twaddle, and at its best 
is far below the ordered treatment of the same subject by an original mind in the right book. 
(The right books exist, old and new, in countless numbers, but very great care is necessary in 
the choice, as well as much experience of the rather whimsical tastes and distastes of children.) 
(b) The lecture, commonly gathered from various books in rapid notes by the teacher; and 
issuing in hasty notes, afterwards written out, and finally crammed up by the pupils. The 
lecture is often careful, thorough, and well-illustrated; but is it ever equal in educational value 
to direct contact with the original mind of one able thinker who has written his book on the 
subject? Arnold, Thring, Bowen, we know, lectured with great effect, but then each of them 
vol 3 pg 243 
lectured on only a few subjects, and each lecture was as the breaking out of a spring of slowly 
gathered knowledge. We are not all Arnolds or even Bowens. 
(c) The text-book, compressed and re-compressed from one or many big books. These 
handbooks are of two kinds––the frankly dry and uninteresting, which enumerate facts and 
details; and the easy and beguiling. I think we are safe in saying that there is no educational 
value in either sort of text-book. 
(d) The debauchery of the mind which comes of exciting other desires to do the work of the 
inherent and fully adequate desire of knowledge. 
(e) In elementary schools, the dependence upon apparatus and illustrative appliances which 
have a paralysing effect on the mind. 
(f) Again in elementary schools, the use of 'Readers,' which, however well selected, cannot 
have the value of consecutive works. 


